
 

 

The provisional dates for trips next year are:- 

 

23/4/2020  HARROGATE SPRING FLOWER SHOW   

Late May 2020 WHITBY    

22/6/2020 NORWICH 

 

And a Christmas market (details later), and possibly others  

 

Our trips are now very popular with 100 

plus people spread over 2 large coaches. 

Therefore I need to make some 

opera7onal changes to make it 

manageable. All trips are now payable in 

full on booking - if you haven’t paid, you 

are not on the trip. There will no longer 

be any refunds for any reason. This is 

because I am aiming prices at £10- £15 

per trip dependant on distance (plus any 

entrance fee applicable).  

In the past I have booked a second coach taking people at their word that they 

are going, only to have them cancel and not pay. At these low prices that is not 

a viable op7on. I want everyone who wants to go on the trips to be able to go 

(price not being a limi7ng factor) The drivers have told me it’s OK to eat 

sandwiches on the bus as long as we don’t make a mess and take our rubbish 

with us in a plas7c bag. Hopefully I will be taking bookings at the January 2020 

mee7ng - firm dates depend on not clashing with Molly & Peter’s holiday trip! 

 

Chris  
 

 

Newark and District 
h�p://newark-u3a.org.uk 

December 2019 

Harrogate Christmas Market  

Our two buses set off at 9.30 for in overcast condi7ons, this soon turned to 

heavy rain. Fortunately this was not a foreshadow of what was to come, 

because the weather remained dry and mild. However the market site was a 

liBle muddy and there were puddles from previous heavy rain. The journey 

was largely unevenDul, experiencing heavy traffic around Harrogate itself. We 

secured a drop off/ pick up point adjacent to the market site itself just a short 

walk from BeBys tea shop. The market was full of very upmarket craF items 

featuring wooden toys, cheese boards, name plates etc. There were quite a 

lot chutneys and jam stalls. I counted at least five cheese stores. There were 

hot food stalls to eat on the hoof. In our case 

we had hot roast pork cobs and ate on the 

troB!! There was a nice pub around the 

corner in the old winter gardens and quite a 

few people ate in there. The buses worked 

out really well and were there at the pick up 

at 3.30 pm sharp. Harrogate is a really nice 

place. Maybe it 

might be nice to 

go and see the crocuses and daffodils on the 

Stray in spring 7me.  

Chris  

Con7nued on back page 



 

 

Murder, Mystery Book Group 
 The members of the murder Mystery book group have read a wide vari-

ety of gory and no 
t so gory books this year. 
 While each of our selections have murderous intent within them, there is 

often opportunity to understand motive, social climate and cultural dif-

ferences,  which allow us to have some interesting discussions over and 

above the novels themselves. 
The members of this book group engage with each other accepting our 

differences and listening to our varied points of view. 

Anatomy of a scandal by Sarah Vaughan 

Please note that we have a new venue. 

We now meet at the Reach cafe on Corona�on 

Street park. 

We meet the third Monday of the month at 

2pm. 

email gill.lee@live.com or Phone  

 07398171075. for more details 

CYCLE GROUP  

 

DO YOU FANCY JOINING A CYCLE GROUP?  

THE IDEA IS TO HAVE SOCIABLE RIDES TO LOCAL CAFES AND ENJOY THE MANY QUIET 

ROADS AND LANES IN THE NEWARK AREA.  

 

ALL YOU NEED IS A WORKING BICYCLE AND TWO OR THREE HOURS SPARE ONCE A 

MONTH. 

RIDES WILL BE GENTLY PACED AND NOBODY WILL BE LEFT BEHIND.  

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT,  

 

TONY EYRES 01636 672408   

 

I.T. Skills Group 
I am looking to start a I.T. skills Group anyone can join. 

Learn how to send text from your phone or how to use Bluetooth whatever 

that is.  

There will be a sheet at the back of the hall for those who are interested 

For more informa�on Call Richard on 07802614570 

 
 

The next Mee�ng of the Knit & Na"er Group, on 5
th

 

December, will be replaced by a Christmas Meal @ The Generous 

Briton 12.30pm. The fist mee�ng of 2020 has also been cancelled, as it 

would fall on Thursday 2nd January. I am sure no one will be ready to 

return to their everyday calendar this soon a4er New Year. 

So may I wish all members old and new all the very best for Christmas 

and New Year. 

I look forward to seeing you all again when our group resumes on 6
th

 

February 2020 at:- 

Coddington Community Centre 

1
st

 Thursday of the month @ 1.30pm 

For further informa�on contact :- 

Anita Smith 

Tel. 01636 646559   Mobile 07889 721000 

e-mail   smee_anita@hotmail.com 



 

 

Cra� Group 
 

At our November mee�ng we 

enjoyed a card making session 

using two different techniques. 

The stars were pricked and 

s�tched with metallic thread 

before moun�ng. 

The angels were collaged from 

a variety of decora�ve paper 

shapes cut on the U3A die 

cu@ng machine. A pleasant 

way to spend a chilly Monday 

morning! 

 

Image below 

 

 

Coffee Morning Groups 
There are two Friday Coffee morning groups on opposite sides of the town 

which hopefully enables everyone to 

access one or other of them. 

Carriages 10:30 

(Castle Railway Sta7on) 

Always room for more. 

 

Cra)y Be+y’s 11am 

All change again. We are back to London 

Road Carpark. 

Same place as before but a new name it’s 

now called CRAFTY BETTY’S  

“ The one that was Collectable Crea7ons “  

We would love to see you so come and 

join us. 

Non Fic!on Book Group 

 
Our book to read in December for the January 

meeting, 2:00 pm at Carriages is: 
 

H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald 

 
Good material for a passionate discussion, join us! 

For more informa7on call Julia on 07932385672  



 

 

There will be no Line Dancing in December?? See you all the fourth 

Thursday of January, 10am at St Giles Church Hall, Balderton (opposite the 

Chesters Pub)  

CREATIVE TOURISM 
Monday 16th December.  

Hawtonville Meth Church 

Hall.  1.45 for 2-4pm. 

Part 1 & 2 – RUSSIAN FOLK 

SHOW 

During my grand tour of 

Russia in 2018 I enjoyed 

this wonderful opportunity 

of visi�ng St. Petersburg’s Nikolayevsky Palace as an invita�on to watch 

this amazing Russian Folk Show. 

 

The atmosphere of the Grand Duke’s recep�on was enhanced with the 

charming melodies of the past and the perfect architectural harmony of 

the building. This fascina�ng, colourful, picturesque folk show 

performance kept us excited throughout.  Moreover, it makes you feel a 

li"le bit … Russian.  Lyrical , fiery Cossack songs and dances, with musical 

folk composi�ons were performed  –  everything helping you learn the 

best of Russia within. 

 

Champagne and caviar were enjoyed during the intermission, plus an 

opportunity to view and speak with local cra4sman and ar�sts – with an 

opportunity of purchasing something that would always remind one of 

this special evening…. Hence, your viewing of this DVD film of the Folk 

show with best memories that will live in your heart forever! 

 

Due to our popular Christmas programme – a limited number of free �ckets  

for group members are now available from Grp. Ldr. June Halford (01636) 923 

648.  Plus, our new winter brochures are also now available.   As I wish you all 

seasons gree7ngs and apprecia7on - for all your help and support, and hope we 

con7nue to meet again throughout 2020!  June 

 

 

 PROPOSED NEW GROUP NEWARK U3A 

STRING BAND 

● Do you play guitar, bass, violin, banjo, ukulele, mandolin, flute, harmonica, 

melodeon or any other folk type instruments? 

● Have you played music in the past and would like to play in a group again? 

You don’t have to be an expert, just a basic ability to play your chosen 

instrument with others. If you know anything about music, or can sing as well 

as play that is a bonus! 

● If enough are interested I would like to propose we form an acous7c string 

band (apart from a “not too loud” electric bass) to play tradi7onal and 

contemporary folk, country, blues, pop old and new, old 7me, or anything 

that takes members fancy. Simple things we all know, perhaps from our 

youth. 

● Members will need to provide their own instruments. We would be able to 

access free chord charts, lyrics, and tablature from the internet 

● Maximum number of members to be nine. If there were only a few of us to 

start with we could meet at my home in Newark. I think that fortnightly 

mee7ngs could be ideal, but this is something that could be discussed at an 

inaugural get together of interested members, which I would organize. I 

would suggest that as is usual with the U3A the group has a minimal 

organiza7onal structure that is enough to ensure that all members are able to 

contribute their ideas. 

● If you are interested please contact David McKenny on 

davidmckenny7@gmail.com 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Are you good at wri�ng stories? Or not so good like me? Come and join 

the Crea�ve Wri�ng Group. It is a friendly group which shares stories 

over a cuppa in the home of a member. A non-threatening group of 

people who enjoy using its imagina�on. Why not give it a try too. 



 

 

Music Apprecia on Programme 

From now $ll July 2020 

December 2019  Members seasonal choice 

January 2020  Film Special, open to all, 

    The Musical - The Greatest Showman. 

February 2020  Music to warm the heart  

March 2020   Music for the child in you. 

April 2020   Members own choice. 

May 2020   I believe in angels  

June 2020   Open to offers 

July 2020   Own choice for Holidays. 

2nd Monday of the month 2pm 

New Book Group focusing on Children’s Books  ( Past and Present ) 

Star�ng Tuesday January 21st at 10.00 

Reach café, Balderton. 

Do you have a love of Children’s books then you should a"end. 

Which books can you remember fron your childhood? 

How were you influenced by them 

Why are some books considered classics? 

Will the “Harry Po"er” books be called classics in the future? 

 

Interested then please contact Pat on 07801 815543 for more info. 

 

 

ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP 

 

“The decline and fall of the Roman Empire” 

Talk by Daryl Baxter. 

2.30pm Thursday, 19
th

 December  

 

Computer Drop-in 

Star7ng Wednesday 5th February 2020 we will be holding a monthly drop-in at 

The Reach cafe on Corona�on Street park. Balderton 

Want to know about Email, Publishing, making a website, Bluetooth, wireless 

speakers and more then come along and ask. 

We do not fix broken stuff we just to help you understand how to work your 

equipment from phones, cameras, tablets and laptops.  

Don’t lug your desktop in we have not the room for it just come along and we 

will try and show you what to do when you get home. 

If we can’t help then we will try and find someone who can to show you. 



 

 

From the Commi%ee 

Hi Members, 

We have been aware for some �me that, due to our consistently high 

numbers at the Monthly Mee�ngs, we need to try and find a way of 

reorganising the Check in System at the door. This is not only to make 

it more comfortable and prevent people from queuing outside, but to 

ensure that we are complying with both Charity Commission 

Legisla�on and U3A Guidelines on Safety.  

Thank you 

 Visitors will be given a TEMPORARY CARD allowing them their two 

Taster Sessions and will be welcomed in the Foyer by our Membership 

Secretary and Meeters and Greeters. 

This will ensure that we comply with Health and Safety Direc�ves in 

case of Emergencies and prevent the conges�on at the Main Entrance 

 

Please note the contact details for the  

newsletter and website 

 

Newsletter:  newsletter@newark-u3a.org.uk 

Website:     u3anewark@outlook.com 

All contributions to the newsletter must be received by 24th of the month.  

 

 

Art Apprecia�on  
10 a.m. Tuesday 10th. December  

We con�nue our interest in landscape with the heading “Winter 

Landscape”. Bring along anything that interests you, any style, any ar�st, 

any period. This is another joint effort. Everyone is invited to par�cipate 

if they wish. 

In January we’ll be looking at the work of the Spanish ar�st Joaquin 

Sorolla. 

History Group 

A story of an Industrial Midlands family began in Loughborough in 1836 .The 

first Wm . Campion ( there were many ) made stocking frames and s7tching 

machines , they also used their machinery to manufacture goods .The 1850s 

saw the company in NoSngham city ren7ng space in the Hoyles factory . The 

1860s was a 7me of successive bankruptcies followed by new companies rising 

from the ashes . Dubious prac7ces were rife at this 7me and Campions were 

bought by Newton Wilson .They along with others had the innova7ve idea of 

impor7ng sewing machines from America (Singer )  and rebranding them as 

their own ! Around this period N-W set up in Birmingham producing sewing 

machines and velocipedes ( early cycles ) .Campions had been producing 100s 

of sewing  m/c s stocking frames and cycles with many patents registered " 

Between the two World Wars they diversified into motor cycle 

produc7on .Some examples s7ll exist although they their success was limited 

by a failure to move from belt to chain-driven drive .They were eventually 

taken over by Currys in 1927 .This was an interes7ng if tortuous tale of a 

family with a great ability to reinvent itself .        

 Next Mee7ng  : Tues 17 th December 2019 

 Speaker          : Tony Colton  (Newark Civic Trust )  

 Subject           : Developments in Newark ( Robin Hood Hotel , BuBer Mkt etc .) 

Approx : 30 minutes. 

                         This will be followed by a film : Newark Bygones 1920s to 1970s  

  As indicated previously we are looking for a new Group Leader to take over 

for 2020 .Those interested should contact either myself or one of the Groups 

Coordinators .  Steve Aram.     



 

 

Tea and Coffee Roster  

 

December 2019 

Jill Dickinson 

Lyn Anderson 

Andrea  Raee 

Di Illingworth 

Eileen Hudson 

 

January 2020 

Janet Robinson 

Reg Robinson 

Angela Laverack 

Please let Pat know on 684511 if you are unable to aBend so she can organise 

a replacement.   

More volunteers are always welcome. 

A plea from the heart. 
 

You too should become a volunteer please don’t leave it �ll it’s to late 

or there will be no tea and coffee. 

Sign the Rota sheet and join a great bunch of people who deserve our 

grateful thanks. 

 

 

Forthcoming Speakers 
 

December 2019 Christmas Happening with Tony Sherwood                              

  ‘56 years in Showbiz-the NOT so secret agent’ 

 

January 2020  Mark Walsh ‘The ukulele sensa-on’ 

 

February 2020  William French  ‘Butler to Royalty’ 

 

March 2010  Cathryn Crane  ‘The work of Beaumond House’ 

 

April 2020     Peta Bee IAM ‘Ins-tute of Advanced Motorist’ 

Where to find us 
All monthly mee�ngs are held on the second Thursday in the 

month from 2pm-4pm at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Boundary 

Road, Newark, NG24 4AU. Parking is extremely limited at the 

Church during school hours so we recommend that you park at 

Sconce Hills Park (a li"le further down Boundary Road) and walk 

back.  

Group Leaders 

Please check that the informa7on about contact details and mee7ng 7mes 

are correct and let me know if it needs to be amended.      Thanks, Richard 



 

 

 

BALLROOM GROUP 
 

It’s been a roller-coaster ride since my last update about the Ballroom Group. As many 

of you may already know, Mike suffered a close family bereavement which meant we 

have had to put the ballroom group “on hold” for a couple of months. However, we 

are now very much back in ac>on and raring to go! 

 

The Christmas holiday period means that the Group will not be able to meet in 

December as it falls on Boxing Day, when we are certain to be far too >ed up with the 

fes>vi>es to want to come dancing! However, come Thursday 23
rd

 January at 2.30 and 

we will be once more ready for ac>on and itching to teach you all those “Strictly” 

moves. It you have never given ballroom dancing a go then now is the >me to start. 

It’s a great way of keeping both mind and body ac>ve (which is so important as we get 

older), and also a terrific way of having plenty of laughs while we learn. 

 

Mike is both gentle and pa>ent (he had to be, he taught me!), and if you have never 

danced a step he will take you through the basics month by month. We stop halfway 

for a well-earned cuppa and na�er and a pre�y superior biscuit (or so we like to 

believe – the chocolate ones always go down a treat!). Then it’s back on the dance 

floor to put into prac>ce what we’ve learnt in the first half. 

 

It doesn’t ma�er whether you have a li�le dance knowledge or absolutely none at all, 

give it a go and have a few laughs in the process. You will be surprised what you can 

pick up in a couple of hours! 

 

For further details tel: Group Leader Maggie George on 07790 719870 

 

 

A Big Thank You  
 

The speaker at our November monthly mee7ng, Sarah Beresford, spoke 

movingly about St Dorcas Orphanage in Kenya. In addi7on to the payment we 

gave her, there was a box for voluntary dona7ons from our members.  

Sarah tells me that there was £88 in there and she has asked me to thank 

everyone for their kind generosity. 

Anne Handson (Speaker Seeker) 

 

 

 

Posi on Name 

Chair Gillian Lee 

Vice Chair Jacq Cartwright 

Treasurer Jonathan Smith 

Business Secretary Anita Smith 

Membership Secretary Maggie George 

Joint Groups Coordinator Julia Merlin 

Commi5ee Member (Website) Richard Harcus 

Commi5ee Member (Speaker Seeker) Anne Handson 

Commi5ee Member  Reg Robinson 

Commi5ee Member  Andy Light 

Commi5ee Member  Pat Harcus 

Commi5ee Member (Co-opted) Lynn Anderson 

Commi5ee Member (Co-opted) Bernard Philips 

Ge!ng your Newsle$er 

If you or a friend are unable to collect a copy from the foyer or lounge at the 

Thursday mee7ng, a newsleBer can be obtained from Carriages café at Castle 

Sta7on during the Friday coffee morning mee7ng from 10.30 7ll noon. 

Alterna7vely, you can ring your group leader and ask him or her to pick up a 

copy for you and bring it to the group mee7ng. 

Catering Organiser:-Pat Harcus 

Newsle+er team:- Richard Harcus,  Sheila Harris 



 

 

Literature Glynda Green  01623 860311 Contact Glynda 

Mah Jong Sonya Sinclair 01636 672921 1st Wed 14.00 

Media Group Contact Jacq 01636 650411 occasionally 

Music Apprecia7on Terry Bowler  or 

Tony MarrioB   

01636 650751 

01636 659239 

2nd Monday 14.00 

Murder Mystery 

Book 

Gill Lee 07398171075 3rd Monday 14:00 

Non-Fic7on Book   Julea Merlin 07932385672 1st Wednesday 14:00 

Nordic Walking Alan Williams 01400 281986 1st & 2nd Tues 10.00 

Out and about Chris Handson 01636 677514 Contact Chris 

Philosophy Tom Chamberlain 01636 678571 Alternate Fridays 

Poetry Reading Margaret SackeB 01636 680993 1st Monday 14.00 

Recorder Playing Alison Wilson 01636 673298 1st &3rd Mon 14.00 

Singing for fun Alison Wilson 01636 673298 4th Monday 14.00 

Ukelele Happy Band Sue Moss  01636 612334  1,2,3,4th Wed, pm 

Walking Group Reg Robinson 01636 700188 2nd Monday 09.30 

Please note that group mee�ng �mes and days can change some�mes, 

especially when they fall on a Bank Holiday. If you are unsure, please 

check with the group leader. Do not rely on the diary page, as I do not 

always get up-to-date informa�on. 

Group Leaders 

 

 

Archaeology Peter Foden 01636 704241 3rd Thursday 14.30 

Art for All Jacq Cartwright 01636 650411 1st & 3rd Tues 10.00 

Art Apprecia7on Michael Ayling 01636 650607 2nd Tuesday 10.00 

Ballroom Dancing Maggie George 07790719870 4th Thursday 14.30 

Coffee Morning Reg Goodall 01636 651838 Every Friday 10.30 

CraF Group Carole Tweedale 01636 672989 3rd Monday 09.30 

CraF and ChaBer Sue Eddowes 01636921373  3rd Tuesday 14.00 

Crea7ve Tourism June Halford 01636 923648 Last Monday 13.45 

Crea7ve Wri7ng Maj Donovan or 

Jean Johnson 

01636 702381  

01636 688954 

3rd Wed 10.00 

Dance ( Circle) Audrey Blake 01636 650676 3rd Thursday 13.30 

Dance (line) Audrey Blake 01636 650676 4th Thursday 10.00 

Discussion Muriel Price 07763 458054 4th Friday 14.00 

Funtography Andy Light 07876 594425 4th Tuesday 14.00 

Early Birds Jacq Cartwright 01636 650411 4th Thursday 18.15 

French Conversa7on Carol Wilkinson  01636 672295  2nd & 3rd  Fri 10.30 

Geology Niki Whitburn 01636 706339 1st Tuesday 14.00 

German Corri Moss 01636 706573 Contact Corri 

Gospel Tom Chamberlain 01636 678571 3rd Mon contact Tom 

History Steve Aram 01636 671156 3rd Tuesday 14.00 

Knit & NaBer Anita Smith 01636 646559 1st Thursday 13.30 

Children’s Books:   Pat Quinn-Catlying 07801815543 4th Tuesday 10.00 

Group Leaders 



 

 

            Dec 2019 / Jan 2020

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

2 

Dec 

Recorders 14.00 

Poetry reading 14.00 

3 Art for All 10.00 

Geology  14.00 

4 German 10:00

Theology group  10.00

Mah Jong 14.00

Non-Fic7on Book Club 14:00

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

9 Walking Group 09:30 

Music Apprecia7on 14:00 

10 Art Apprecia7on 10:00 

 

11 Bridge for Enjoyment 10:00

Literature 10:15

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

16 CraF 09:30 

Gospel Group 10:00 

Crea7ve Tourism 14:00 

Murder Mystery Group 14:00 

17 Art for All 10:00 

CraF and ChaBer 14:00 

Local History 14:00 

18 Crea7ve Wri7ng 10:00

Literature 10:15

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

23 Singing for Fun 14:00 

 

24 Funtography 14:00 25 Theology group  10.00

German 10:00

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

30  31  1 

Jan 

German 10:00

Theology group  10.00

Mah Jong 14.00

Non-Fic7on Book Club 14:00

6 Recorders 14.00 

Poetry reading 14.00 

7 Art for All 10.00 

Geology  14.00 

8 Literature 10:15

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

13 Walking Group 09:30 

Music Apprecia7on 14:00 

14 Art Apprecia7on 10:00 

 

15 Crea7ve Wri7ng 10:00

Literature 10:15

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

20 CraF 09:30 

Gospel Group 10:00 

Crea7ve Tourism 14:00 

Murder Mystery Group 14:00 

21 Art for All 10:00 

CraF and ChaBer 14:00 

Local History 14:00 

22 Theology group  10.00

Children’s  Books 10.00

German 10:00

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00

27 Singing for Fun 14:00 

 

28 Funtography 14:00 29  

 

 

Dec 2019 / Jan 2020 
Thursday Friday 

German 10:00 

Theology group  10.00 

Mah Jong 14.00 

Fic7on Book Club 14:00 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

5 Nordic Walking 10:00 

Knit & NaBer  13:30 

6 Philosophy 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

French Conversa7on 10:30 

Bridge for Enjoyment 10:00 

Literature 10:15 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

12 Nordic Walking 10:00 

Monthly Mee7ng 14:00 

13 German 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

French Conversa7on 10:30 

Crea7ve Wri7ng 10:00 

Literature 10:15 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

19 Archaeology 14:30 

Circle Dancing 13:30 

 

20 Philosophy 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

Discussion Group 14:00 

Theology group  10.00 

German 10:00 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

26 Line Dancing 10:00 

Ballroom Dancing 14:30 

Early Birds 18:15 

27 Coffee morning 10.30 

German 10:00 

German 10:00 

Theology group  10.00 

Mah Jong 14.00 

Fic7on Book Club 14:00 

2 Nordic Walking 10:00 

Knit & NaBer  13:30 

3 Philosophy 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

French Conversa7on 10:30 

Literature 10:15 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

9 Nordic Walking 10:00 

Monthly Mee7ng 14:00 

10 German 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

French Conversa7on 10:30 

Crea7ve Wri7ng 10:00 

Literature 10:15 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

16 Archaeology 14:30 

Circle Dancing 13:30 

 

17 Philosophy 10:00 

Coffee Morning 10:30 

Discussion Group 14:00 

Theology group  10.00 

Children’s  Books 10.00 

German 10:00 

Ukulele Happy Band 14:00 

23 Line Dancing 10:00 

Ballroom Dancing 14:30 

Early Birds 18:15 

24 Coffee morning 10.30 

German 10:00 

30  31  


